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he sensed rather than saw her presence in the crowd, while she,
for all her short-sightedness, recognized him from afar. There
had been some sort or ceremony, and he was dressed in his
school uniform, with the cape unfastened and hanging loose
about his shoulders (in imitation of the cadets of the Naval
Medical School). A few intending passengers got into the tram
and settled down to wait until it started. Others wandered away
in groups. Raymond and Maria found themselves side by side
at the far end, close to the platform. Without looking at him, so
that he might not think she was speaking for his benefit, she said
in a low voice:

"After all, I haven't very far to go. .. ."
And he, with head averted and cheeks all flame:
"It might be rather nice to walk home for once."
It was then that she brought herself to look him full in the
face* Never before had she been so close to him.

"We've been travelling back together for so long that we
inustn't lose the habit."

They walked a short distance in silence. Furtively jshe looked,,
at his hot and scarlet face, at the tender skin of youth scraped and
sore from the razor. With a boyish gesture he was hugging to
his body with both arms a well-worn portfolio crammed with
books, and die idea that he was little more than a child became
firmly fixed in her mind. This realization produced in her a sense
of uneasy shyness in which scruple, shame and pure delight
played an equal part. He, for his part, felt no less paralysed with
nervousness than when, in earlier days, he had decided that only
the exercise of superhuman will-power could induce him to
enter a shop- Recognition of the fact that he was the taller of the
two came as a staggering surprise. The lilac straw hat that she
-was wearing hid most of her face, but he could see her bare neck
aad'one shoulder which had slipped free of her dress. The
thought that he might not be able to find a word with which to
break the^ilence, that he might ruin this precious moment, filled
km "with panic.